5A7A: Achieving Incredible
Success in Libya

Qur Trip to Libya Was
Incredible

[l pnosst grinifying partola REcpedition
is e real-time fecdback vou get Trom e
Anwattenr Badio conmunivy while onthe 1-
pediticen and the magnitede of c-mals and
letters sent by operaforsas wellas shor-wave
Listeners stoting *Jolb Well Done.” Towis clear
thie SATA Team dil o great poh!

Adter 23 months of planeng, our exotic
trap o Libyn, Novembser 15209, 20060, has
cormeand gone, The SATA DX pedinon cer
tabnly et and excecded the expectnioms of
the experienced and less skilled operaiors

Ason companson io the most elite
DX peditions, SATA ranks 4 in (O
completed vsing three fewer stions and
apermting Ot days less than e lighest
ranked trips. Typical data related w pror
tjor Dy peditions are shivwn m Tuble |

Oir team was led by Andreas Liler,
TR, and assiated by our Arabic area oo
ardinater, Mustapha Landoulsi, DLTRDE
whie hoth did o great job geinng our Team
i amed oug of Libvya salely, Volkmar Junge,
FIE2SS, amd suppert team did an excellent
joh with logistics and acquinng the much
needed supplies tor the rip. Key equipment
clomations by 1COM (seven [C-T4HPRO HE
radios ) and ACOM (seven ACCM- 1000
HF amplifiers) along with numerous other
commercial and finaneial contrbutors made
this trip possible, The loancd cquipment

By David Collingham, K3LP

" .! '-.1"
Two guides met lan, DJENK, at the
Tripali airpor,

performied in an elfective munner without
Gaule, a5 we mde over 12,000 QSO with
232 countries

| Believe the imcredible suceéss ol the
SATA DX pedition boiled down 1o effec-
tive leadership, communicutions and op-
erations plunning, operator skill, generows
domutions, supplier ivolvement and most
of ull, o patient and understonding interma-
tonl DX community.

Departing Frankfurt

Our ream met wt 7 PV at the Frank-
furt Intermptiona] Adrport on Tuesday, No-
vember 14, 2006 in order Lo pre-board our
eguipment and supplies for the nextday, On
Wednesday moming. our team of Amateur
Radio operators from 1 | countries boarded
the & AM flight to Tripoli. Libya on Libyan
Ajrlines from Frankfom. Gernrany.

Trepohi s located on the north centeal
coastof Africa berween Tumisiaand Algeria
to the west, Egvpt tothe east, and Niger o
Chad o the sourh, This time of year, we
expected the lemperatires e approsi-
mately TF during the day and SO0°F daring
thie might, W weere Blessed witl s il
elear weather except Tor one day lowan]
the e of the trip.

Arrival in Libya

We arrived in Libya ol 2000 PVoon
Movember 15, 2000 i wene greeled by
our Libyun sponsors, Milod M. Mutoug and
Heyther Hashem, SATHA, and Bwao voung
Lashies dressed o Libyan altive from dhe
airpert s toueist comneil, Their siniles aml
WALEY greelings pul our group ol case,

Ot prried thee 8O Evrea CLOG P
reguiredas ivisi e s e cquipiment com-
pleted the customs requircinents 1 about
ant hower ancd o lall, By 3245 PR owe exited
the airpert frentdoor placing o eguiprment
o o Mut bed ruek and then e members
boarded o lourist style bos headed Tor our
st i Jupveonrr, lescitedd about 30 ko west
ol Tripoli on the Mediterranean Sei.

Opening Meeting

That evening Mr Muatoug, Professor
and President of Libvan Assaker Amateur
Kudio Club, led the opening meeting, All
our team members were regquired to attend
the meeting where Libvan grestings anid
the rules For the operation were commniu-
nicdbed.

Table 1
Length
Hank  Call DXCT Entity Days
1 Ceac Comoros |z, 20
2 3BoC Rodrigues | 24
d 4037 Mantenegro 24
4 5ATA Libya 14
[ ZLaC] Campbell Is 17
fi aYEx Peter 1 Is. 12
i K1B Baker |s. G
! Viddan  Andaman ls. ]
) ASEA Bhutlan i0
10 KEk Kingman Reef 8

O8Cs with
Diates Year Oupes
Feb 8-28 20 168,722
Mar 19-Apr 12 2004 153,113
July 20-Aug 13 2006 120,000
Mov 16 — 29 2008 112.232
Jan 7-24 19493 95.004
Feb 8-19 2006 86,888
Apr Z28-May 7 2002 88,000
Apr 17-25 2006 856,000
May 313 2000 82,087
Oct 22-31 2000 80,841

Linigue
Call Signs Mo, af Stations
45,315 10
37,040 10-12
.22 T+1 (6 m)
30,271 B4+(1)
26,449 B-+1
i
25,039 G+ (ATTY)
17,863 5+1 (6 m)




Mustapha, DLIBDF, and Al (54 1A op)
joined us toofficially announce to DKAEZEZ,
DGO and the DX conmunity that the
FATA DXpedition was ready 10 begin,
The pileup was lowd and wild! This put
asmile on bl our Faces — finally we were
on the air

Wireless Network, Web Site
and Logs

Mitch, VEGOHM, effectively hundled
the wireless network installagon for laprop
PCs,and Rein, PADR, enstred that laptop
PCs were configured and daily lops were
collected and uploaded o our online Web
site log search function, Andy, DITTK, pre-
paredd snd mameained oo team Welb page
keeping the DX community informed ol our
tesun s eltorts each diy, Andi, DLYLSA,
ncepted the responsibility for biandling the
OSL Manager duties Tor our tean.

DLEYHR installs o
2 metar Yagi. Antenna Installation

W were grateful o have o team ol
resotrcerul and hardwaorking Spiderbein
antenna instullation guys, They were led by
Anchi, DESUS A ol Markos, 0710, and
ineluded Adly, DLSCW, Cliver, DA,
aned Citinner, DJSCH, liveh wis inchavge of
the rotator operation elforl, Our success is
ek due totheir hard work and in getling
thie Tour multi-hand Spiderbeany antennas

From the lefi: K1LZ, VE6OH, DJ7IK, 541 HA ond K3LP instadled i promptand effective manner,

Milad e Jn clear
thit the Libyan gsovern-
PR e s organizaion
st s 1o koo i we
were sale nd weleone
o tevel in Libya withou
cunstraint. The Libyan
el were happy o see
s as displayed by theb
openness eshare, Kind words and actions,
Draring the weeting, a few rules reganding

Table 2

when ac pirwer could be Arstapplicd wihe gang W 588 RITY PSK S5TV EM  WSJT ESK4di 08505
s i e T QSO VoMY o e ws ms w0 0 o o
adtihahs TR BOm 10337 7243 377 4 0 0 0 0 18021
Operations Planning 40m 13078 115984 1273 222 0 0 a 0 26497
Starting a1 7 o'clock the next morming o 5 - Bt J o 2 2 q &
Friny, DI i T onriseed e OF,  20m 8351 9920 140 M 71 0 0 0 19843
Idl{”f o . d:’: % ."f'ij'l'll'_'l":‘l“de"i e E‘] 17m 423 4508 802 55 &} ¥ 0 £} E8E
NG ac e ek s (S0 0SB 88 WS B 9 8 8 3 AME
5 ‘anihers ake udjustments
d] A . 1 1872 161
and finalize the 3A7A Operaticns Plan. B 8r2 o1 8 g B ¢ a g B
s f 1 i0m 1883 1318 i} 0 ad e} o a 321
It's impossible to document all the of-
tords of each team member, but 1 assure i b g 9 0 0 ! : g o
'..-'nu.l]'u'n ;:irh Ir:'llm 111embe:r;w.:ie \f"|||:|;1hie e e 9 £ 0 g g & e il
;_'nnLri].'.uuliuTw 'dl"ld wiorked \\.-'iT(]'ll:!lLJIiJ'lf.':i'I' (e 1 ¢ : 0 8 0 g s 3
: = ek T Mode 60031 46473 4820 399 71 r 67 210 112232
tion 1¢ achieve our team ohjectives,
Getting on the Air The breakdown of QS0s by continent
: ftem Continent/Area Location: % O50s by Area
Just belore noon on the secand day, i Europe 675
Ar]f]}-'. 171K, ulm.l MLl}-‘Iuphu, DI_]EII'}F, 5 North Amefica b
aave the autherization te make e fimst A
CO o the 20 meter band. The Spiderbeam ¥ o i
§ERDS S, South America 2%
mstallation guys were present as we all y e
nve greetimgs fromm Libyi to [DIKGZE at 2 A o
E Srata e g oc 0.3%

LT on November 16, Andy, DITIK.
4




Living Arrangements

We stayed at the Tourist Village
in the town of Janzour, 30 km west
of Tripali on the Maditerranean Sea,
phone: DO21821-4809430. Here is
same Infermation fo give you a trip
cost perspectiva;

Hatel
Single Room — 25 Dinar
Double Aoom — 35 Dinar
Currancy Exchange Rate
1 Eure = 1.7 Dinar
1 Euro.= $1.28 USD
Food
Breaktast (included in room cost)
Brink [Coke) 1.5 Dinar
Botlle Waler 1.5 Liter — 1 Dinar
» Alcohol Free Beer — 3 Dinar
& Full Luneh — 18 Rinar (salad, bread,
4 soupand meal. drink and watar)
- Soup — 4 Dinar
Salad — 4 Dinar
Dinner — 18 Dinar {salad, bread,
soUp and meat, drink and waler)

RASUSU/N2ZOW running 40 meters.

I'm glad 1o say we had no anienna damage
or injuries to any of our crew,

The key player for the 160 meter op-
eralion and vertical installation was led by
Rudi. DKTPE, and supported by Volkmar,
3258, while Krassy and Franz, DEAQV,
led the 4 and 80 meter four square an-
tenna installation effort supported by Dima.
NZ2OW, Murkus und T, All three of these
antennas were extremely effective. 1 re-
member wirking the USA West Coast on
Bl meler SSH a1 9 AM Libyan time and
the signal was still 89 or better. The 276
meter and T cme operation and imtenna

JHTMNBN with K3LR

Fram the
lefi: DL1BDF,
BI7IK,
DLSCW,
DJ7ED, KILP
and S5ATHA,

installation wis led by Frank, DLSYHER,
and supponsd by Andi,

Camp Locations ond
Equipment

Campsite | had four separate operating
stations each equipped with an 1C-T46PRO
HF mdio and ACOM-1000 amp. The st
tons were wsed Tor 80 meters, 40 meters,
and two stations for 1040 meters, The two
| 040 méter stations had o GIRY dipole for
40 meters and two five-band Spiderbeims,
while the 40 and 80 meter sintions had the
four square antennds,

Campstie West was divided into two
separnte beschfrontcondos. The firstcondo
had the Digital Station and a separate 10-
40 meter station. There was a five-band
Spiderbeam and three-band Spiderbeam
for 20 3 and 44, and one Butternut mali-
band verical dedicated to these stations.
Both stations included z2n IC-746PR0 HF
radio and ACOM-1000 amplifier.

The sccondcondoincluded the 160 me-
ter station with the Titan ' wave vertical
and two phased pennant antennas { 150 feet
apart) with an RX-Amplifier for reception,
Inzddition, the 266 meter and 70 cm station
had o dual band 70 .cm (27 elements) and
2 meter (12 elements ) beam. and aseparite
O meler (6 elements) bean

Yuki FHINBN and Franz. DKITI, ef
ficiently complesed the job of prepariny
coax, and configuring the seven amplitiers
and radho power supplies for 240V a,

e T LI Tl T L L b sl -

DXpedition Operation
Statistics

We were able womake 112,232 080
with 223 DXCC countries. The QSOs hy
band, mode and continent are shown in
[uble 2,

Completion of the DXpedition

The final Q50 was lopped, with
LSTLM. on November 29, 2006, (6:42
GAT. on 20 meters SSHE. Our complele
tear was il 1o sei the cip come oo close
after 1F days as any grest teip end comes
Lo Fast. U'm grateful to be part ol the SATA
Team andd an Armgteur Radio operator with
friends ull over the world.

When we arrived home, we wene all
pleased to receive numerons e-muils with
nice comiments and support, Here is an ex-
armple of an e-mail | received from Mk
Lunday, WIDMELG: “So the DXpedition is
over with 11Ok Q50s. Probahly one of the
fesi DXpeditions [ ever encountered in my
b years of hamming, | wus able o work
S0 meter CW Iwice.once on the 26th and
the other time during the contest (first call
halfway intothe contest. NOBODY calling!)
Drave. KALE FB by vouandall the other ops.
This is how it should always be done!™

We were blessed with agrear team ard
eractous supplicrs and supporeers that mady
this trip possible

See the SATA Web site (Sa7a.gmx-
homede/) for more infurmation,
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